Comparison of 2 centrifugation procedures in the formalin-ethyl acetate stool concentration technique for the detection of Cryptosporidium oocysts.
A comparison between the standard formalin-ethyl acetate (FEA) stool concentration procedure (centrifugation at 400 g for 2 min) and a modification proposed to increase the recovery of Cryptosporidium oocysts (500 g for 10 min) was performed on 73 formalin-preserved stool specimens known to be positive for Cryptosporidium. False-negative results were obtained with both methods, but the increase in centrifugation time and force resulted in the detection of a higher number of oocysts and positive samples. The modified procedure had a sensitivity significantly higher than the standard method (99% compared to 86%, P = 0.0045).